
AVOCATIONS...There are many of 
us who have ótime on our handsô be-
cause of our place in life; retired, 
part-time employed, seasonally em-
ployed, unemployed - many permuta-
tions - which allows for a scenario 
whereby we may practice and live 
out a óCallingô as part of an avoca-
tion. This may seem to be a bit oxy-

moronic since the word avocation literally means ñno 
callingò, but we can volunteer with the Hospital Auxil-
iary, Habitat for Humanity, Safe Place, Hospice, Fire 
Department or within the church and its functions.  It is 
within this realm that I would like your thoughts to wan-
der and to ask yourself, ñAm I being óCalledô to a more 
active role in the life of the Church and its Mission for 
Christ?ò  I imagine that most of us could answer, ñYesò 
to that question, but we hesitate to make a commit-
ment in response to that ñYesò...but why?  We have a 
million excuses:  Iôm not qualified; Iôm overqualified; I 
canôt sing or play an instrument; I canôt speak in public; 
I donôt know enough; I donôt have the time; I donôt want 
to t ie  mysel f  down;  FILL IN THE 
BLANK____________. Whatever your feeling on the 
matter, I have a proposition for you - dump all your EX-
CUSES and look for a REASON why you are not an-
swering Godôs Call to you to serve Him and give Him 
Glory.  I would bet - if you are honest with yourself - 
that you cannot find ONE VALID REASON that you 
canôt contribute to the life of the church in a deeper, 
more meaningful fashion than you do currently.  Jesus 
has high expectations for each and every one of us 
who calls themselves Christian and has óCalledô all of 

us to a life of commitment and service. 

Now that that has been said, we are in the óperfect 
stormô of options for you to embrace Godôs óCallô, to 

óramp upô and enthusiastically answer that óCallô...yes, 
Iôm talking about LOGOS and our desire for all facets of 
our congregation to be involved in this wonderful out-
reach to the young people of this community.  Each and 
every one of you CAN participate in LOGOS, even if 
óALL THAT YOU CAN DOô is pray for the Called who 
work with the youth and the success of the program.  It 
is quite possible that you are indeed ñnot Calledò to par-
ticipate in this particular outreach ministry - which is 
fine...we all have different gifts - but there is always 
something that needs to be done for Christ, if we just 
open ourselves up to the endless possibilities and look 
for opportunities to 

answer Godôs Call. 

If you are a Chris-
tian, you have an-
swered Godôs Call 
affirmatively at 
least once - when 
you initially ac-
cepted Christ and 
became a Chris-
tian; but we must remember that accepting Christ is only 
the beginning of our Christian walk and response to His 
óCallô so I implore you to pray, look around, pray, investi-
gate LOGOS and other church programs, pray for dis-
cernment - and answer positively to whatever God is 

óCallingô you to do...and do it today - for Godôs Glory. 

On a personal note:  Andrea and I (along with our 4 birds 
and 3 cats) will be traveling back to Florida to work on 
setting up the house for seasonal rental by ñsnowbirdsò.  
I appreciate the time away to attend to this major under-

taking and thank you for your prayers for safe travels. 

Pastor Larry 
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The Session au-
thorized the 
transfer of the 
S c h o l a r s h i p 
Checking Ac-
count from Bank 
of America to 

First State Bank because of 
increased fees. 

Agreed to refer Mission Com-
mittee issues to former Mis-
sion Chair, Doel Cordero until 
a new Mission Chair is 
elected. 

Fall Sunday School teachers 
are needed; and Logos  be-

gins on Sept 16th. 

Approved paying for the reg-
istration fees and hotel ac-
commodations for those trav-
eling to Los Angeles, CA for 
the National Youth Workers 
Convention on Sept 25-28. 
Those attending are Delma 
Stokes, Shelby Taylor and 
Lisa Flood. 

Planned a Potluck Luncheon 
on Sunday, Aug 23rd to be  
followed by small group dis-
cussions to talk about current 
happenings and future goals 
of the church.  

Another Potluck luncheon is 
scheduled for Sept. 13th fol-
lowing worship. Just lunch 
and fellowship. (This has sub-
sequently  been cancelled.) 

Average attendance in July 
was 80 persons. 

Set the Called Congregational 
Meeting to elect Elders for 
the Class of 2012 for October 
25th following Worship. 

Approved a new FPC mission 
called "Operation Christmas 
Child" which is in partnership 
with Franklin Grahamôs Sa-
maritanôs Purse Organization.  
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Session HighlightsðAugust...Brenda DeBons, Clerk of Session 
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LOGOS Begins!       Volunteers still needed... 
The LOGOS program was founded in 1963 as a pro-

gram of CHRISTIAN NURTURE.   It provides a sys-

tem where the Gospel is first caught, then 

taught.   It is an association of the pastor, church 

educators, lay persons and congregation.   The en-

tire congregation develops relationships with youth 

by participating in one of the four parts (Bones); 

therefore, the congregation is the minister.   The 

four parts, or Bones, are: Worship Skills, Play Time, 

Family Time and Bible Time.  

The Four Parts  

1.) Bible Study  

     To nurture youth and children into intelligent,  

     obedient, and biblically informed discipleship.  

2.) Family Time  

     To provide a joyous, intergenerational celebra -  

     tion  of person -hood over a shared meal as we  

     experience being the family of God.  

3.) Play Time  

     To experience great fun at the expense of no  

     one else.                             

4.) Worship Skills  

     To develop responsibility for and practice in wor -  

     ship skills because worship is our primary ser -    

     vice to God as disciples.  

 

The number one rule is: Treat everyone as a 

Child of God.   No one has the right to treat  

anyone as if they do not matter.  
 

Why do we go to all the work to put on the LO-

GOS program?   It's simple.   We are a congrega-

tion that loves God, loves children and youth 

and have gifts to share with young people.   We 

are a congregation that wants children of this 

community to have a solid foundation of Chris-

tian values.   

What does this cost?  

1st child/$90.00 per year; 2nd child/$85.00 per 

year; 3rd child and more/$80.00 per year; Pre -

LOGOS (4 and under)/$70.00 per year. (Costs 

go towards 28 meals and materials ($3.21/Day)  

9/13 "Welcome Back" :   Parent & Staff -  Meal & 

Information Meeting  @ 12:15 p.m.   

First Semester Dates : 9/16 -12/16(except for 

11/25).   

Second Semester Dates:  1/13 -4/14 (except for 

3/17).   

 

Guest nights are the 1st (3) Wednesdays of 

each semester. Guest fees are $4 to cover the 

cost of the meal. Open enrollment will continue 

as space allows. Enrollment of Jr. & Sr. High 

students will be open throughout the year.  



VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 4 

Sept. 16ðLOGOS Begins 

Sept. 20ðCommunion SundayðRev. 

Mert Cooper Preaching 

Sept. 21ñPastor Larry back in the 
office 

Sept. 22ðSession meets @ 6:15 p.m.  

Sept. 1-20 Pastor Larry on vacation 

Sept. 6ðRod Schumacher Preaching 

Sept. 13ðRev. Bill Parkey Preaching 

Sept. 13ðLOGOS (Team & Parents) @ 

12:15 p.m. Meal will be provided. 

 

Y O U R 
THUMBéi s 
nearest to 
you.  So be-
gin your 
prayers by 
praying for 

those closest to you.  They are the 

easiest to remember. 

THE POINTING FINGERé is the 
next finger.  Pray for those who 
teach, instruct and heal.  This in-
cludes teachers, doctors and min-
isters.  They need support and wis-
dom in pointing others in the right 

direction. 

THE TALLEST FINGERéis your 
next finger.  It reminds us of our 
leaders.  Pray for the President, 
leaders in business and industry and 
administrators.  These people shape 
our nation and guide public opinion.  

They need Godôs guidance. 

OUR RING FINGERéis the fourth 
finger.  Surprising to many is the fact 
that this is our weakest finger, as 
any piano teacher will testify.  It 
should remind us to pray for those 
who are weak, in trouble or in pain.  

They need our prayers day and 
night.  You cannot pray too much 

for them. 

THE LITTLE FINGERécomes 
last.  The smallest finger of all, this 
is where we should place our-
selves in relation to God and oth-
ers.  Your pinkie can remind you to 

pray for yourself.   

By the time you have prayed for 
the other four groups, your own 
needs will be put into proper per-
spective and you will be able to 

pray for yourself more effectively. 

meets as a friend.  Where others 
might see delivering mail as mo-
notonous drudgery, Fred sees an 
opportunity to make a difference 
in the lives of those he serves. 

Weôve all encountered people like 
Fred in our lives and Mark 
Sanborn illuminates the simple 
steps each of us can take to 
transform our own lives from the 
ordinary ï into the extraordinary.  
Through stories about Fred and 
others like him, learn the four ba-
sic biblical principles that will help 
you bring fresh energy and crea-

ñThe Fred Factorò:  How Pas-
sion in your Work and Life can 
turn the Ordinary into the Ex-
traordinary by Mark Sanborn. 

In his powerful book, ñThe Fred 
Factorò, motivational speaker Mark 
Sanborn recounts the true story of 
Fred, the mail carrier who passion-
ately loves his job and who genu-
inely cares about the people he 
serves.  Because of that, he is con-
stantly going the extra mile han-
dling the mail, sometimes watching 
over the houses of the people on 
his route, treating everyone he 

tivity into your life and work: how 
to make a real difference every-
day; how to become more suc-
cessful by building strong rela-
tionships; how to create real 
value for others without spending 
a penny; and to constantly rein-
vent yourself. 

For more information, or to read 
an excerpt from the book, check 
out www.fredfactor.com .  Click on 
ñMeet Fredò. 
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Calendar of Eventsï September 

 

Suggested Readingéby Andrea Yerger 

Sept. 23- ñSee You At the Poleò 

7:15 a.m. Jr./Sr. High School 

Sept. 30ðWed. Bible Study @ 

10:00 a.m. 

Sept 25-28ðNational Youth 

Workerôs Convention  

http://www.fredfactor.com/


This Fall  
we offer 
you a new 
opportunity 
to work on 
a mission 
p r o j e c t .  

Operation Christmas Child  
is an exciting project of Sa-
maritanôs Purse (Franklin Gra-
ham) that demonstrates Godôs 
love to needy children through 
gift -filled shoe boxes.  These 
filled shoes boxes are delivered 
to the many boys and girls 
around the world who have 
never received a Christmas 
present along with an introduc-
tion to Godôs greatest gift, Je-
sus Christ.  This unique minis-
try offers churches and parents 
the opportunity to teach chil-
dren about the importance of 
prayer and the joy of giving as 
well as a way to help fulfill the 
Great Commission . 

This world-wide mission pro-
ject has been in existence 
since 1993 and millions of shoe 
boxes have been delivered to 

boys and girls in over 120 
countries.  (In 2008 the 
Texas -Louisiana Region 
sent 353,602 boxes to Mex-
ico, Benin, Botswana, Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo, Ecua-
dor, Georgia, Indonesia and 
Madagascar.) All these boxes, 
if stacked one atop another, 
would rise more than 12,200 
times higher than the Empire 
State Building.  Boxes are de-
livered by truck, boat, plane, 
helicopter, dog sled - even 
camels.  Every U.S. President 
since Ronald Reagan has 
packed a shoe box gift for 
Operation Christmas Child. 

This project is easy and fun 
for everyone!  First, take an 
empty shoe box and wrap it 
with Christmas paper (lid 
separately).  Choose the age 
and sex of the child for whom 
you will be filling the box 
(ages 2-4; 5-9; or 10 -14ï 
brochures will be in the Nar-
thex).  Fill the box with a va-
riety of gifts such as toys, 
school supplies, hygiene 

items and hard candy or t -shirts
ï (The Dollar Tree Stores are a 
great place to shop).  Enclose a 
note to the child with your 
name and address and you may 
receive a note back!  Finally, a 
check for $7.00 (for shipping 
costs) is placed on top in the 
box with a rubber band around 
it to secure the contents.   

The boxes should be brought to 
church the first two weeks in 
November and they will be 
dedicated November 15th dur-
ing Worship. 

Soon a sample shoebox of 
items and other information will 
be on display in the Narthex ï 
please pray and invest yourself 
in this worthy project.  

Our goal is to send out at least 
100 shoe boxes this year.  I 
challenge you to reach out 
globally for evangelism! 

For more information please see 
Andrea Yerger or visit  Samari-
tan's Purse on the web. 

Brett Maxwell (daughter & son-in-law of 
Carl & Maxine Bittner) both of whom have 
M.S.; Chad Hartzell (Marsha Hiseôs grand-
son); John Brunson; John Starr. 

Pray for comfort during a time of sorrow for:   

The Family of Ronnie Whitfield 

Thanks be to God!  

Please remember in your 
prayers:  

Pray for health & healing for:  

Lenora Morton in the Nursing 
Home; Gladys Marquis in Hos-
pice; Georgia Tyler, recovering 
from surgery; Tony Rocha 
(Delma Stokesô father); Arlene & 
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Reaching Out Globally in Evangelism  

Prayer Concerns  
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Operation Christmas Child shoe 
boxes share a message of Godôs 
love with abandoned and ne-
glected children .  For the Samari-
tanôs Purse team that followed the 
recent airlift of 65,000 gift -filled 
shoe boxes to China, it was a 
heartwarming experience to hand 
the first gifts to boys and        
girls with special needs, living      
in  a home for orphaned and 
a b a n d o n e d  c h i l d r e n .  
 
Most of the 61 children living in 
the Jing Yang Orphan House in 
Deyang were abandoned at birth 
because they had physical or 
mental challenges, including club-
foot, cleft lip and Downôs syn-
drome. Some infant girls were 
abandoned simply because the 
parents had wanted a boy.  
 
Ten-year-old Xinyi saw every gift 
in her shoe box as a special treas-
ure. A sweet-natured girl with 
trusting brown eyes and a gentle 
smile, Xinyi suffered brain dam-
age in an accident when she was 
3. When she was well enough to 
leave the hospital, Xinyiôs parents 
left her at the orphanage.  
 
A boy named Gao is an energetic 
10 year old with a contagious 
smile and a generous heart. He 
also has Downôs syndrome. Gaoôs 
eyes lit up when he found a pair 
of metallic-blue socks in his shoe 
box. He quickly grabbed the socks 
and ran to a little girl named     
Yu Min, presenting them to her       
as  a  g i f t .  I n  Ch inese ,                     
G ao means ñHappy.ò 
 
Yu Min walks with a crutch and is 
tiny for a 13 -year-old. The Jing 

Yang Orphan House is the only 
home she has ever known.  My 
favorite gift is the rabbit,ò she 
said, touching the white stuffed 
animal in her box. ñAnd my fa-
vorite color is pink.ò 
 
Yu Min needs close medical care 
and is unable to attend school 
like some of the other children, 
but she has dreams for the fu-
ture. ñI want to work here and 
help the children,ò she said. 
ñThe ladies who work here are 
nice. They care about us.ò 
 
Many boxes contained photo-
graphs and greetings from the 
American children or families 
who packed them with gifts. A 
special message from Franklin 
Graham, written in Chinese, was 
also given out with the boxes. 
The heart of message was an 
expression of Godôs love for the 
children: ñFor God so loved the 
world that He gave His only Son 
that whoever believes on Him 
will not perish but have eternal 
l i f e ò .  ( Jo h n  3 : 1 6 )                              

ñTo hold and play with children in 
an orphanage who were aban-
doned because of the shame of 
simple physical challenges was a 
gift I will never forget,ò said 
Randy Riddle, who directs domes-
tic activities for Operation Christ 
Child in the U.S. ñThis opportunity 
was a fresh reminder that     
every  shoe box  g i f t  i s                 
a Gospel opportunity.ò  
 
Operation Christmas Child shoe 
boxes are being trucked to towns 
and villages across the 2008 
earthquake zone in Sichuan prov-
ince. Soon, thousands of children 
in local schools will receive gift-
filled boxes and an invitation to 
receive Godôs gift of salvation.  
 
ñThis is an opportunity to tell 
hurting children, victims of a mas-
sive earthquake, that they are not 
forgotten,ò Riddle said. ñThey will 
know that there are people who 
love them, and Jesus loves them, 
too.ò 
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Godôs Special Children May 7, 2009  
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Shoe box gifts brought joy to boys and girls living in a 
home for orphaned and abandoned children.  



 

 

 

 

 

Have You been feeling that 
something is missing from Your 
life?  Do You feel You donôt 
know as much about the Bible 
as You should? Well, now is 
the time to think about attend-
ing a Sunday morning Biblical 
Education class and/or bringing 
Your children for Sunday 
School instruction!  Make this 
Your Fall  New Yearôs Resolu-
tion.  We have lots of dedi-
cated Christian leaders willing 
to meet You where You are 
and help You learn more about 
Your Christian Faith.  There is 
no time like the present to be-
gin a practice that will serve 
You well into the future.  In-
vest in Your spiritual selfð
attend one of our educational 
offerings this Fall. 

 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  

For Adults  

The Parlor Group ð is read-
ing through the Bible under 
the guidance of Scott Rey-
nolds.  They are currently 
studying the Book of Job.  
Coffee is always served! 

Carl Speck is leading another 
class upstairs in Room 215 .  
They are currently reading 
through the Book of Revela-
tion. 

For Children  

This Fall we will have a pre-K/
Kinder class taught by 
Shanna Sumrow in Room 
213 , a 1st-3rd class taught by 
Kathy Speck in Room 210 ; 
4th-6th class in Room 204 
taught by Betty Lovell, and Jr. 
& Sr. High taught by Delma 
Stokes.   

Sunday School Fall Kickoff 
is Sunday, August 30 at 10:00 
a.m. The entire family is wel-
come. Come for food, games 
and fun!  

Sunday Nights @ 6:30  

We just finished the GO FISH 
video series preceded by a 
mini potluck.  Look for more 
information for a new study to 
be lead by Pastor Larry begin-
ning in October.  

 

Wednesdays @ 10:00 a.m.  

Studies in Bible Exploration 
with Pastor Larry from 10-
Noon in the Parlor .  Come and 
gain new knowledge and un-
derstanding of the Bible and 
Life taught by our in -residence 
Biblical Scholar.  The class 
chooses what they want to 
study - so 
come and 
a s k  t o 
study your 
f a v o r i t e 
Book of the 
Bible. We 
wi l l  be 
s t u d y i n g 
the Book of 
Daniel next. 

play the tambourine .  Have you done 
this in the past?  Like to renew your 
love of performing music?  Like to be 
part of a praise band?  No age require-
mentsðjust a love of praising God 
through music.  Interested?   

Contact Pastor Larry.  

We are bringing live  
music  to the LOGOS 
worship time led by 
Pastor Larry.  We have 
a keyboard and guitar 
player but need a 

drummer  (drums provided), another guitar 
or bass guitar , singers and someone to 
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ñFall Backò into Biblical Learning 

Have YOU Got The BEAT? 
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Anniversaries  

 

9/4  Edye & Ralph Cunningham 

9/21  Evelyn & Howard Bose 

 

Birthdays  

 

 

9/2 Callie Sims 

9/3 Camden Williamson 

9/3 Preston Williamson 

9/6 Larry Lewis 

9/9 Jayci Stokes 

9/15 Bob Clifton 

9/16 Larry Parrish 

9/23 Tiffany House 

9/28 Robin Kehoe 

9/28 Ross Sims 

9/30 Susan Graves 

Congratulations and 
Best Wishes to all who 

are  celebrating     
birthdays and            

anniversaries this 
month!  
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Dates to Celebrate! 

The Maker of all human beings 
is recalling all units manufac-
tured, regardless of make or 
year, due to a serious defect in 
the primary and central compo-
nent of the heart.  This is due to 
a malfunction in the original 
prototype units, code named 
Adam and Eve, resulting in the 
reproduction of the same defect 
in all subsequent units.  This 
defect has been technically 
termed "Sub-sequential Internal 
Non-Morality," or more com-
monly known as S.I.N. as it is 
primarily expressed.  Some 
other symptoms include:  
 
1. Loss of direction; 2. Foul 
vocal missions; 3. Amnesia 
of origin; 4. Lack of peace 
and joy; 5. Selfish or violent 
behavior; 6. Depression or 
confusion in the mental com-

ponent; 7. Fearfulness; 8. 
Idolatry; and 9. Rebellion.  
 
The Manufacturer, who is nei-
ther liable nor at fault for this 
defect, is providing factory-
authorized repair and service 
free of charge to correct this 
S.I.N. defect. The Repair Tech-
nician, Jesus, has most gener-
ously offered to bear the entire 
burden of the staggering cost of 
these repairs. There is no addi-
tional fee required.  The num-
ber to call for repair in all areas 
i s :  P - R - A - Y - E - R                                         
 
Once connected, please upload 
your burden of SIN through the 
REPENTANCE procedure. 
Next, download ATONEMENT 
from the Repair Technician, Je-
sus, into the heart component. 
No matter how big or small the 

S.I.N. defect is, Jesus will re-
place it with: 1. Love; 2. Joy; 3. 
Peace; 4. Patience; 5. Kind-
ness; 6. Goodness; 7. Faith-
fulness;  8. Gentleness; 9.Self 
control.                  
 
Please see the 
operating man-
ual, the B.I.B.L.E 
(Basic Instruc-
t ions Before 
Leaving Earth) 
for further details 
on the use of 
these fixes. WARNING: Con-
tinuing to operate the human 
being unit without correction 
voids any manufacturer warran-
ties, exposing the unit to dan-
gers and problems too numer-
ous to list and will result in the 
human unit being permanently 
impounded. 

       

 

 

 
   

Our internet  Prayer Vine 
is growingéget òup to the 

minuteó prayer requests 

and informational up-

dates  about Church ac-

tivities by submitting 

your e -mail address to 

Joyce in the church of-

fice.  



 

 

 

PO Box 1118  

Dumas, Texas  79029  

F IRST PRESBTERIAN 

CHURCH 

 My Angel was sewing the 
ragged pieces of cloth together, 
threadbare and empty, like binding 
air. Finally the time came when each 
life was to be displayed, held up to the 
light, the scrutiny of Truth. The others 
rose; each in turn, holding up their 
tapestries. So filled their lives had 
been. My Angel looked upon me and 
nodded for me to rise. My gaze 
dropped to the ground in shame. I 
hadn't had all the earthly fortunes. I 
had love in my life and laughter. But 
there had also been trials of illness, 
and wealth and false accusations that 
took from me my world, as I knew it. I 
had to start over many times. I often 
struggled with the temptation to quit, 
only to somehow muster the strength 
to pick up and begin again. I spent 
many nights on my knees in prayer, 
asking for help and guidance in my 
life. I had often been held up to ridi-
cule, which I endured painfully, each 
time offering it up to the Father in 

Quilt of Holes  

 As I faced my Maker at the last 
Judgment, I knelt before the Lord along 
with all the other souls. Before each of 
us laid our lives like the squares of a 
quilt in many piles; an Angel sat before 
each of us sewing our quilt squares 
together into a tapestry that is our life. 
But as my Angel took each piece of 
cloth off the pile, I noticed how ragged 
and empty each of my squares was. 
They were filled with giant holes. Each 
square was labeled with a part of my 
life that had been difficult, the chal-
lenges and temptations I was faced 
with in everyday life. I saw hardships 
that I endured, which were the largest 
holes of all.  I glanced around me. No-
body else had such squares. Other 
than a tiny hole here and there, the 
other tapestries were filled with rich 
color and the bright hues of worldly for-
tune. I gazed upon my own life and was 
disheartened.  

hopes that I would not melt within my 
skin beneath the judgmental gaze of 
those who unfairly judged me.  
 Now I had to face the truth. My 
life was what it was and I had to accept 
it for what it was. I rose and slowly lifted 
the combined squares of my life to the 
light.  An awe-filled gasp filled the air. I 
gazed around at the others who stared 
at me with wide eyes. Then, I looked 
upon the tapestry before me. Light 
flooded the many holes, creating an 
image, the Face of Christ. Then our 
Lord stood before me, with warmth and 
love in His eyes. He said, 'Every time 
you gave over your life to Me, it became 
My life, My hardships and My strug-
gles. Each point of light in your life is 
when you stepped aside and let Me 
shine through, until there was more of 

Me than there was of you.'  

 May all our quilts be threadbare 
and worn, allowing Christ to shine 

through!  
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