June 1, 2009

First Presbyterian Church

news of... l

‘
% TN

FIRST PBFSBYTERIAN

R 2R 2R 8 2% 2 2% 25 2E 25 2 28 B N 2

From the Pastor’s Point

COMMUNICATION: The exchange
of thoughts, messages, or informa-
tion, as by speech, signals, writing or
behavior - interpersonal rapport.

One of our failings as Christians - as
human beings - is that we often do
not communicate very well. We do
not inform one another as to “how
we are doing” or “what’s happening”
in our lives - as individuals and as
part of a community of faith. Foster-
ing open, honest and consistent ‘lines
of communication’ is an important
endeavour for every church. This is
a goal upon which I believe we
should all work - improving our com-
munication skills. A method that has
proved to be very effective in bring-
ing people closer together is through

Calendar of Events...

participation in small groups.

The concept of ‘small groups’ is -
unfortunately - intimidating for
many people who misunderstand
the concept. A ‘small group’ of 8-
12 people may be formed around
many different centers of interest -
fishing, hunting, quilting, birding or
[even] Bible Study - so long as all
the persons involved have that one
(main) interest in common. The
main purpose of these ‘groups’ is to
foster fellowship, enhance our lives
lived together and to grow the
Kingdom of God.

If you are interested in this concept
at all, if you wish to further the
Kingdom while enhancing your own
life, then pray for the ministry of
small groups to be embraced by

your friends and church family.
We will be discussing this concept
more over the next few months
and will hopefully begin to organ-
ize “affinity groups” in the Fall.
People will be needed to ‘lead’
these groups as they begin, so if
you would like to participate in
one of these yet-to-be-formed
groups as a ‘leader’ (training will
be provided), a willing and enthu-
siastic participant or would just
like additional information on the
subject, give me a call or drop by
the church Office some Monday
through Thursday morning for a
cup of coffee and some conversa-
tion. I look forward to hearing
from you!

Blessings... Pastor Larry

June15-18 VBS
June 19 Sunray Pool Party 6-8pm

June 21 —27 Church Mission Trip

June5 & 6  Presbytery Meeting — Wichita Falls
June 9 Session Meeting — 6:15pm
June 12 Office Closed —Joyce out

New! Every Wednesday
@10 a.m.
Bible Explorations
with Pastor Larry Yerger
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Happy Father'|s

June 21st




New Look—New Name!

With the new look of our
newsletter we are searching
for a colorful and meaningful
name. Send your thoughts
and suggestions to Joyce at
dumaspres@amaonline.com or
call the

935-4423.

church office at

A $25.00 gift certificate to Life-
Way Christian Books will be
awarded to the winning entry.

Entries need to be submitted
by June 25th.

—Ni
percent of
people who
visit a church
do so because
they were

invited by

someone.
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Evangelism IS...Andrea Yerger

EVANGELISM is...
OUTREACH. To the First Pres-
byterian Church members,
friends, visitors and to the
neighborhood community.

EVANGELISM is...NOT
SOMETHING TO BE AFRAID
OF. 1t is the coming together
of like-minded Christians
whose entire purpose is to
teach, share and learn how to
reach the un-churched and to
re-kindle the spark which
makes us want to share our
Christian faith in the first
place. Do you ever feel tar-
nished in how faithfully you
worship and share your faith
with others?

EVANGELISM is ...PRAYER.
Prayer is the foundation for
outreach, growth, and per-
sonal development. A church
which prays for those who
have “dropped out” will soon
find them returning. A Session
which prays for its Pastor and
themselves will find renewed
commitment in their leader-
ship roles.

EVANGELISM is ... REACH-
ING OUT. Reach out to our
community with a mission
project. If you see a need in
the church or community — fill
that need, if you hear a Call
— answer it; if there is a bur-
den upon your heart — pray
about it. Only you can do
these things — no one else will.

EVANGELISM is ... VISION.
We need a vision for First
Presbyterian Church — to help
us grow. After all, we have
something wonderful here and
we need to share it!

I ask these things of you. To
pray more; to commit your-
selves more; and to set your
priorities and involve your-
selves more. Please pray for
your Pastor; pray for this
church; pray for yourself, that
you may touch someone’s life
through your Christian exam-
ple; and pray for someone
specific you would like to see
in church. Pray for a month,
maybe six weeks, and then
invite them to church with you

—if
they
turn
you down, don't despair!
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Keep praying and inviting —

90% of people who visit a
church do so because they
were invited by someone! Be

that someone!
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Prayer Concerns:

Mickey Lackey

Betty McBee
(Arlisa’s mother)

All those participating
in our VBS program.

Pray for safe travels
for our Mission Team.

Pray for discernment
for the search commit-
tee as they search for
a new Youth Director.

Susan Graves on the
death of her father,
Roy Humphries

The families of William
A. Donnell and Jerrie
Donnell Norris (Billie
Donnell & Marietta
Reynolds)
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Suggested Reading - Andrea Yerger This true story about faith AL LLL LS LLL L

and prayer and what it

fiSame kind of
as Meo by Ro
Denver Moore is about a
modern-day slave, an inter-
national art dealer and the
unlikely woman who bound

them together.

Read Denver’s story of being born in Lou-
isiana, growing up picking cotton in virtual
slavery until he left on a train in his 40’s
and how he drifted in the dangerous world
of homelessness. Read how a godly
woman prayed and listened and obeyed.
See mountains begin to move first with her
husband Ron, a rich international art
dealer and later with the homeless Denver.

means to be a friend
fovert Willegripeyau with its storytelling —
aboutteue life that & gritty, down to earth
and often wrenching but ultimately hopeful
and always surprising. You will read about
betrayal and faithfulness, love and hatred
and what happens when we recognize
God's plan in our lives when we truly listen
to the answers and directions we receive
through our prayer life. If you have a
passion to help the homeless, this book
will also give you insight into the lives of
those who do not have a place to call
“home”.

I had the opportunity to hear both Ron
Hall and Denver Moore tell a bit of their
story. I was profoundly moved by their

message of hope and the story of their
unlikely friendship. I feel sure you will be
blessed if you take the time out this sum-
mer to search for this little gem to read
during our long hot months. By the way,
it was also mentioned that there is a movie
deal in the making. Happy reading!
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Pastor Larry being installed as Pastor by Elder Barbara
Taylor, Moderator of Palo Duro Presbytery on May 24. 2009.
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Session Highlights for May — Brenda DeBons, Clerk of Session

® Session approved the
request for membership made
by Andrea Yerger and Joseph
Yerger, pending receipt of
their transfer papers from their
church in Florida.

® Pending her transfer pa-
pers from her church in Flor-
ida, Andrea Yerger was
elected as Commissioner to
Presbytery to represent the
church at the Presbytery meet-
ing June 5 — 6 in Wichita Falls.

® The Area I Records Re-
view to be held here in Dumas
has been rescheduled for July
18 at 2:00 p.m. The Fellow-

Special Dates...

\ /;j; Birthdays

i
06/02 Dustin McWilliams
06/04 Louise George
06/07 Clay Rodriguez
06/09 Linda Smith
06/09 Craig Stokes
06/10 Brian Smith
06/13 Tke Trimble
06/13 Edye Cunningham
06/13 Jared Macumber

ship & Nurture Committee will
provide coffee and cookies for
the meeting.

® The session considered a
request from Interim Youth
Director Delma Stokes to pro-
vide funding for the mission
trip. Al but approximately
$1,100 has been raised for the
mission trip through fund rais-
ing activities and fees charged
to participants. If funding is
available and there are no
large pending expenses, ses-
sion approved matching (up to
one-half of the remaining
funds needed for the mission
trip) any funds that are raised

06/15 Tiffany Johnson
06/16 Brendi Brown
06/18 Peggy Erwin
06/18 LaKrisha Williamson
06/20 Howard Bose
06/22 David Kehoe
06/22 Joe Molina

06/23 Ty Jameson

06/25 Tyler Hunt

06/26 Kacey Johnson
06/27 Randy Sims
06/27 Ryan Cyle Nevius
06/30 Jenny Lewis

From Our Interim Youth Director!

Monday June 1% there will be a
Mission Trip meeting in the church
parlor at 7:00 pm. This is a man-
datory meeting for those going on
the trip so please make plans to
attend.

Sunday June 14" There will be a
silent auction before the worship
service. Come early and check
out all the goodies! All proceeds
will go toward the mission trip.

Vacation Bible School will be Mon-
day June 15" — Thursday June
18" at the church from 5:30 —
8:15 p.m. Friday June 19" will be
our VBS family night at the Sun-

ray Pool from 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.
We are still in need of adult volun-
teers. If you can help out in any
possible way, please call Tami
Fangman 935-5000 or Kathy
Speck 935-7062

Sunday June 21% — Eleven mem-
bers of our congregation will load
up and leave for Eureka Springs,
Arkansas for our annual mission
trip. This group will have the op-
portunity to reach out and minis-
ter to the people who live in the
small towns and rural areas
around the Ozark Mountains
where closed businesses and
industries have left many families

by youth fund raising activi-
ties.

® Delma Stokes has re-
signed as Interim Youth Direc-
tor in order to spend more
time with her children. Her
resignation is effective June
30. Session approved forma-
tion of a search committee to
begin looking for a new Youth
Director. The committee will
include Pastor Larry, Delma
Stokes, Chairman of the Chris-
tian Education Committee, a
representative from the Per-
sonnel Committee, a parent
with children in the Logos pro-
gram, and a young person,
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06/02/2001
06/06,/1948
06,/07/2003
06,/12/1981
06,/14/1980
06,/17/2006
06/22/1974
06/30,/1990

Anniversaries

Shona & Jeff Moore
Harriet & William Abell
Randi & Zach Ferris

Sue & Randy Sims
Jill & Stan Williams
Billie & Rupert Jameson

Mary & Shelby Taylor

struggling to just get by. Home
repair and renovation will be a
large part of their mission. They
will arrive back in Dumas late
Saturday June 27%. Those at-
tending will be Delma Stokes, Joe
Brunson, Lisa Flood, Doel
Cordero, Brittney Stokes, Nathan
Taylor, Mandy Nevius, Brogan
Cheevers, John Brunson, Marcus
Flores, and Ashley Lance.

Please keep this group in your
prayers as they are away doing
God’s work.

There will not be Sunday School
for the Jr. and Sr. High ONLY on

Sunday June 21%,

Sherie & Shannon Landers

probably in high school.

® Shona Moore, Chair-
man of the Fellowship and
Nurture Committee,
thanked Russell and Tami
Fangman for donating the
meat for the funeral lunch
for the Ralph Bynum family.

® Session approved
scheduling a Congregational
meeting for May 31 to elect
a replacement for Ralph
Bynum’s Session position.

A New Search
Committee has
been formed to
seek
applications for
a new Youth

Director.

In all the work you are doing,
work the best you can. Work as
If you were doing it for the
Lord, not for people. Remen
ber that you will receive youl
reward from the Lord, which Ae
promised to his people. Yol
are serving the Lord Christ.

(Colossians 3:224)

Congratulations to the Sykes Family on

the
Day.

Baptism of Coopler




First Presbyterian Church

PO Box 1118
Dumas, Texas 79029

Phone: 806-935-4423
Fax: 806-934-3141

E-mail: dumaspres@amaonline.com

Website: dumaspresbyterian.org

Return Service Requested

We are a community-
minded congregation
that follows the
inspired Word of God.

There’ s no pl
for a whirlwind of fun!

Imagine exploring the ancient city of
Ro me é

Before it was ancient!
Play Bible-time games
Eat traditional treats (Rat kabob,
anyone?)
Make authentic projects

Meet the apostle Paul and his friends
in the secret underground church!

The adventur e

So get ready to roam Rome!
Where:
The First Presbyterian Church
When:

Monday June 15th § Thursday
June 18th

Friday June 19t at the Sunray
Pool 6-8pm

Contact:
Tami Fangman 935-5000
or
Kathy Speck 935-7062
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Latest news from our soldier Sgt. Ronald Garcia:

0 Hel | omoades cand the snacksthey are being paid as
thanks for The magazines | nevercontractors to guard all
the care saw disappear sooo fasthe gates and places like
packages. | LOL (laughing out loud) the chow hall, they had
finally got Ther e I s ndtsucma bifp smileewhen,
them all at once. but thank you for the we gave them some cook-
The other guys | boxes and the thoughtsies.

work with were so | have the camera to takq have been hearing
the

“about the flu over here

goodies and | gladly chocolate_ made it, it nd is it as bad as they
passed out what themelted a little, but tastes

: say? | hope w
other soldiers the same.J | would it here
needed. The smiletake more of the same i} ' _
on their faces! It you could. Thanks again for the

boxes and ra

was funny to see We took some of the P )

the things that
make people happy
for me it was the

cookies to the guards wedron
have here from Kenya, or
somewhere near there,



